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Is the detail behind the SEP available online? 

Yes, you can find out more about the Strategic 
Economic Plan here. 

Have you received any feedback from Government 
on the Covid Recovery and Renewal Plan since 
submitting in September?

The Plan was welcomed by Government. The string 
collaboration in the North East is recognised along 
with our speed to mobilise ourselves to respond 
together, and the evidence and data used to compile 
the response. Conversations are on-going with 
government departments on individual themes and 
projects within the Plan

Given the extension of the furlough scheme, when 
does the LEP think we will know the full impact of the 
pandemic on the region?

It is likely to be late Spring / Summer 2021 when the 
full impact of the pandemic on the economy will be 
understood. We are monitoring this closely and will 
continue to do so.

What would be the impact on the region if the 
Government does not secure a trade deal with the EU 
by the end of the year?

Not securing a trade deal is likely to have a further 
major impact on our economy and trade.

What role do you see for the North East’s heritage, 
arts and culture in the LEP’s continuing efforts to 
drive economic recovery and growth?

Although the North East’s heritage, arts and cultural 
sectors are not front and centre of the Strategic 
Economic Plan’s areas of opportunity they are still 
an important contributor to the economy and quality 
of life of our residents. We have invested in projects 
like Bishop Auckland, Sunderland’s cultural quarter, 
Gateshead Quays and more which vindicates this.

Our response to questions raised at our Annual General Meeting

Has a specific budget been set up to restore and 
develop tourism?

No – but the LEP has established a Tourism Steering 
group with leaders from across the region working in 
this space with the intial focus to establish a Tourism 
Action Zone which could bring significant investment 
into the sector.

A mayoral combined authority covering the whole LEP 
area is essential to leverage govt funding. Existing 2 
CAs is dysfunctional. When/how can this happen?

The political leaders took a decision in 2018 to 
establish a second combined authority in the region. 
Both combined authorities work together on regional 
matters and lobby Government on future funding 
and investment policies. Any change to the current 
arrangement is a matter for the political leaders.

Virtual working demonstrates that NE businesses can 
reach wide markets more easily. What is being done 
to maximise digital connectivity across the region?

The Connected North East blueprint sets out 
the ambition and direction to maximise digital 
connectivity. You can find out more on the Transport 
North East website.

Are you hoping for any specific announcements at the 
Comprehensive spending review tomorrow?

The spending review took place on 25 November 2020. 
You can read our reaction here.

What is the latest updated on the Made Smarter bid?

The bid was made to Government and we are awaiting 
a formal decision.

With regards to support funding, that has historically 
come from the European ERDF, what is the post Brexit 
plan to replace this?

Government have stated that the UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund will replace European Funding. We are expecting 
more news from government about this in the spring.

https://www.northeastlep.co.uk/the-plan
https://www.transportnortheast.gov.uk/
https://www.northeastlep.co.uk/news/reaction-to-todays-spending-review-25-november-2020

